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SrIvAS PANDIT 


Sri Caitanya-caritamrta adi 10.8 
Translation and purport by His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Srivasa pandita, ara $ri-rama pandita 
dui bhai—dui sakha, jagate vidita 
The two brothers Srivas Pandit and Sri Rama Pandit 
started two branches that are well known in the world. 
PURPORT: In the Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika (90), Srivas 
Pandit (Srivas Thakur) is described as an incarnation 
of Narada Muni, and Sri Rama Pandit, his younger 
brother, is said to be an incarnation of Parvata Muni, a 
great friend of Narada's. Srivas Pandit's wife, Malini, is 
celebrated as an incarnation ofthe nurse Ambika, who 
fed Krishna with her breast milk. And, as already noted, 
Srivas Pandit's niece Narayani, who was the mother 








of Thakur Vrindavan Das, the author of Sri Caitanya- 
bhagavata, was the sister of Ambika in krsna-lila. We 
also understand from the description of Sri Caitanya- 
bhagavata that after Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
acceptance of the sannyasa order, Srivas Pandit left 
Nabadwip, possibly because of feelings of separation, 
and domiciled at Kumarahatta. ($^ 


Kirtana at the 
Home of Srivas Thakur 


Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur 
(Mangala-raga) 
Srivasa-angane vinoda bandhane 
nacata gauranga raya 
manuja daivata purusa yosita 
sabai dekhibara dhaya 


1. (Refrain) In Srivas’ courtyard, Gauranga Ray 
enjoys pastimes of dancing. Humans, demigods, men, 
and women all run to see him. 

bhakata-mandala gayata mangala 
bajata khola karatala 

majhe unamata nitai nacata 
bhaiyara bhabe matoyala 

2. The assembled devotees sing auspicious songs. 
The kholas and karatalas sound. In the midst of it all, 
Nitai dances. He is wild in divine ecstasy. 


garaje puna puna lampha ghana ghana 
malla-besa dhari nāca-i 
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Deities of the Panca-tattva at Srivas Anga in Mayapur 1970 


aruna-locane prema barikhaye 


abani-mandala sifica-i 


3. Again and again he roars. Again, and again he 
leaps. He dances like a wrestler or an athlete. From 
his reddened eyes a monsoon shower of tears of 
ecstatic love falls on the circle of the earth. 

dharani-mandala preme badala 
karala avadhuta canda 

nd jane dasa cari sabai nara nari 
bhuvana rüpa heri kanda 

4. In this way, the moon of avadhütas covered the 
earth's circle with a flood of ecstatic spiritual love. 
No one could see the ten directions. Seeing what 
had come ofthe earth, every man and woman wept. 

santipura-natha garaje abirata 
dekhiyà premera vikāra 


dhariyà sri-carana karaye rodana 
pandita śrīvāsa udāra 
5, Seeing how the world had become wild in 
the ecstasy of spiritual love, Adwaita, the Lord of 
Shantipur, happily roared. Grasping Nitai’s feet, 
noble Srivas wept. 
mukunda kutūhali kāndaye phuli phuli 
dhariyā gadadhara kora 


nayane bahe prema thākura abhirāma 
saghane bhaiya bhaiya bola 
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6. Mukunda joyfully shouted. Then he wept. Then 
he hugged Gadadhar. From Abhiram Thakur’s eyes 
flowed streams of tears of divine love. Again and 
again he called out, “My brothers! My brothers!” 

nā jane diba-nisi prema-rase bhasi 
sakala sahacara-vrnda 

vrndavana dasa prema parakasa 
nitai caranaravinda 

7. No one knew whether it was day or night. All of the 
Lord's companions floated in a nectar-ocean of spiritual 
love. Vrindavan Das says, “In this way the ecstasy of 
spiritual love was manifest from Nitai's lotus feet.” i 
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Srivas' LEVEL or SURRENDER 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 


We should be completely dependent on the will 
of Krishna. Krishna says in the Bhagavad-gita that 
he will take up the responsibility to maintain a 
surrendered devotee. Whatever the devotee lacks, 
Krishna says, vahamy aham — I personally carry it. 

Srivas Pandit was not doing any business or 
going out to earn money. Day and night, twenty- 
four hours, he was engaged in sravana-kirtana and 
bhajana with all his family members. Once, to test 
Srivas, Mahaprabhu asked him, "Srivas, you are a 
householder. You have a big family to maintain. 
Why don't you go earn some money? Otherwise, 
how will you maintain your big family?" 

Srivas did not say anything. He only clapped three 
times. Mahaprabhu asked, "What does that mean?" 

Srivas said, "I have complete faith in your 
words — yoga ksemari vahamy aham. [Bg. 9.22] You 
have taken up the responsibility to maintain a 
surrendered soul, and whatever such a person lacks 
you personally carry. I and all my family members 
are engaged day and night in your service. We have 
no other business. Hari-seva is our only business." 

Srivas had firm faith that Krishna would 
maintain, that supplies would definitely come. If 
you become fully dependent on Krishna, engaged 
day and night, twenty-four hours, in Krishna's 
service, then the supplies will definitely come. 





Bengali painting of the Panca-tattva 


Then he explained the meaning of his clapping 
three times. “If supplies will not come on one day, 
we will fast. We will think that it is Krishna’s will 
and we will fast for the day. If supplies do not 
come on the second and third day, still we will 
fast. And if on the fourth day no supplies come, 
then all of our family will go and drown ourselves 
in the Ganges and be finished. If Krishna becomes 
a liar, then how is he Bhagavan? And why will 
people do his bhajana?” 

Hearing this, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu became very 
happy. Mahaprabhu said, “Srivas! The supplies will 
definitely come! Why should you think of anything else?" 

Such a devotee is Srivas Pandit. He is niskama, 


completely desireless. (^ 
— Lecture in Bali, Indonesia, 6 October 1995, 


PRAYERS TO SRIVAS PANDIT 


Srivasa Pandita Dhyanam 


E o£ 


ivasarn tam-adyam panditam sada 
suklambara-dhararn gauram gaura-bhakti pradayakam 
$ri-gauranga-krpavasam gaura-martih rasa-pradam 
suklambara-dharam devam sarva bhakta-jana priyah 





sankirtana rasavesam sarva-saubhagya bhüsitam 
smarami bhakta-rajah hi srivasarh sri-hari-priyam 


$ri-gauranga krpa-patram panditakhyam sada sucim 
suklambara-dhararn gauram gaura-bhakti pradayakam 
sri-kirtane sadonmattah dhyayet srivasa sattamam 


I always take shelter of Sri Srivas, leader of all 
the Pandits. Wearing a brilliant white cloth, he 
has a golden complexion and bestows devotion 
unto Lord Chaitanya. He is the shelter of Lord 
Gauranga's mercy; he has a golden form; he 
bestows mellows of devotional service; he wears a 
brilliant white cloth; he is divine and is dear to the 
devotees of the Lord. Intoxicated by mellows of 
sankirtana, he is decorated with all good fortune. 
I meditate on that king of devotees, Srivas Pandit, 
who is dear to Sri Hari. 

Let there be meditation on the most excellent Sri 
Srivas — the container of Lord Gauranga's mercy; 
the eternally pure personality renowned as a 
Pandit. He wears a brilliant white cloth, has a golden 
complexion, bestows devotion unto Lord Chaitanya, 
and is always intoxicated in kirtana. 


Unknown artist 
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Srivasa Pandita Pranama-mantrah 


pranamami sri-srivasam tam-adyam panditam muda 


Sri-gauranga krpa-patram kirtanananda manasam 


Srivasa panditam naumi gaurárga-priya parsadam 


yasya krpalavenapi gaurange jayate ratih 


Srivasa kirtanananda bhakta gosthyeka-vallabha 

tvam namami mahayogin bhakta-rüpo ‘si naradah 

I joyously offer my obeisances to you, O Sri 
Srivas, leader of all the Pandits. You are the 
container of Lord Gauranga’s mercy, and your 
mind takes great pleasure in kirtana. 

I offer my obeisances to Srivas Pandit, the dear 
associate of Lord Gauranga. By an infinitesimal 
fraction of his mercy, one develops attachment in 
everything related to Lord Gauranga. 

O Srivas! O you who get ecstatic joy from kirtana! O 
exclusive leader of the assembly of devotees! I offer 
my obeisances unto you, the greatest of the bhakti- 
yogis! In the form of an associate of Lord Gauranga, 
you are none other than Narada Muni. 

Sri Srivasadi Bhakta-vrndanam Dhyanam 
ye caitanya-padaravinda-madhupah satprema-bhüsojvalah 

Suddha-svarnaruco drgambu-pulaka svedaih sadanga sriyah 

sevopayana-panayah smitamukhah suklambarah sadvarah 

Srivasadi-mahasayan sukhamayan dhyàyema tan parsadan 
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[The devotees headed by Srivas Thakur] are 
bumblebees at the lotus feet of Lord Chaitanya. They 
are decorated with the brilliant ornaments of true love. 
They are endowed with pristine golden complexions. 
Their divine bodily limbs are decorated with ecstatic 
bodily symptoms such as crying, goose bumps, 
ecstatic perspiration, etc. Carrying a wide variety of 
paraphernalia for the service of the Lord in their hands 
and beaming with joyous smiles, these most auspicious 
personalities are dressed in brilliant white clothes. Let 
us meditate on Srivas Pandit and other great associates 
of the Lord, who are full of transcendental joy. 

Sri Srivasadi Bhakta-vrndanam Pranama 
ye tirtha-bhramitah punanti jagatam sadvaidyakalpah prati- 
kurvantindünibhah krpamrta-ruco 'pyapayayanti svayam 
susnigdha haricandanani kalayantyabhüsayanty-adbhuta 
ratnaniva hi tan namami satatam srivasa-mukhyan muhuh 


Since they verily are personifications of holy 
places of pilgrimage, the devotees headed by 
Srivas Thakur purify everyone by roaming around 
the earth. Moreover, they diffuse the moonlike 
rays of the Lord's nectarean mercy even unto 
the most expert and capable personalities, while 
simultaneously experiencing it themselves. They 
decorate themselves with the finest and topmost 
ornaments of Lord Hari's gopi-candana, thereby 
appearing like wonderful jewels. At every moment, 
I constantly offer my obeisances to all those great 
devotees headed by Srivas Pandit. 

Sri Srivasadi Bhakta-vrndanam Carane Vijfiapti 
he srivasadaya iha krpa-mürtayo gauracandra- 
premambudheh sura-vitapinah santa-saumya-svabhavah 
dinoddhare prabala-niyamah premada yüyam eva 
tasmad ajfiam prapada-rajasà papinam mam punita 

O Srivas Prabhu and associates! O personifications 
of Lord Gaurachandra's mercy in this world! O 
distributors of the ocean of love of Godhead to the 
devotees! O gentle and affectionate ones! You are 
fixed in the great vow of delivering the fallen souls. 
Certainly you are the exclusive bestowers of krsna- 
prema. Therefore, please give me, a foolish sinner, the 
dust of your lotus feet, and purify me. ^ 


— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Dina Narottam Das (chota)'s 
Sri Manohara Bhajana Dipika. Published by Sri Sudhasindhu Das. 
Govardhan. Gaurabda 519. Bengali. 


